[Advances in systemic lupus erythematosus].
To help to understand recent progresses in studies on systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE), the essence of the Fifth International Conference on SLE that was successfully held at Cancun, Mexico on April, 1998 is reviewed. Among more than 400 papers, most highlighted topics were (1) relationship between hyperprolactinemia and SLE, (2) molecular mechanisms of antiphospholipid syndrome, (3) roles of anti-endothelial cell antibodies, (4) apoptosis in pathogenesis, (5) autoimmunity against nucleosomes, (6) penetration of autoantibodies into living cells, and so on. Clinical studies on adverse effects of current therapies, pioneer cases of autologous stem cell transplantation for refractory SLE, and other numerous cases that were full of suggestiveness were also reported by physicians from many countries.